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Yesterday morning at the Men’s Bible Study we were reading the book of Acts, and in particular 

a story about Peter when he was in jail. Suddenly, in the middle of the night, an angel appeared 

and quietly led Peter past the guards and out of the jail to freedom. Our group discussed the 

language in this passage and the history behind it, and we had a long conversation about miracles 

in the Bible and in our own lives.  

 

That got me thinking about what it’s like being a Christian today, especially when it comes to 

sharing our faith with others. More than ever there are doubts about the Bible, about miracles, 

about the church itself. This is a very hard time in the life of the Christian church. It’s 

challenging for Christians to follow Jesus. That brings us to our reading from scripture today. 

 
2 Timothy 1:1-14 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life that is in 

Christ Jesus, 
2
To Timothy, my beloved child: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 
3
I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my 

ancestors did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. 
4
Recalling your 

tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. 
5
I am reminded of your sincere faith, a 

faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives 

in you. 

  
6
For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying 

on of my hands; 
7
for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of 

love and of self-discipline. 
8
Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me 

his prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God, 
9
who 

saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own 

purpose and grace. This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 
10

but it has 

now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and 

brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 
11

For this gospel I was appointed a 

herald and an apostle and a teacher, 
12

and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, 

for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard until that 

day what I have entrusted to him. 
13

Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard 

from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 
14

Guard the good treasure entrusted to 

you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. 

 

 

1. 

Timothy was discouraged. He was deeply involved in the church in those first days and years 

when it was so hard to be this new thing called a “Christian.” His teacher and mentor was in 

prison. How could that be? Timothy’s neighbors wanted to know how that was possible. If God 



was really God, why would God’s people ever be in jail? And besides, they wanted to know, was 

Timothy really serious that Jesus was raised from the dead?  

 

Timothy may have been asking his mentor for a new assignment, maybe a chance with that other 

church in the next town that seemed to have its act together so much better. You know, the grass 

is always greener… 

 

2. 

The questions today aren’t much different. We get discouraged too. Some of us feel as though 

we are barely hanging on to our faith. The world is such a mess. People ask, “Where is God?” 

And churches everywhere in this part of the world are struggling to make it and to figure out how 

to invite people to faith and to make disciples in this postmodern age. Many pastors struggle too. 

50% of new pastors have left the ministry by their fifth year.  

 

In addition we Christians, like everyone else, are challenged with difficult relationships, tough 

situations at work, money problems and health issues.  

 

3. 

So the letter to Timothy suggests gratitude, thankfulness as a place to start. That may seem odd 

and hard to do.  

 

We Christians know God’s power that has saved us and called us together to be in ministry. 

God’s power has “abolished death” and brought us “the promise of life” as the letter to Timothy 

says. 

 

Look at the book of Acts and the letters of Paul. He had every reason to be discouraged- thrown 

out of town after town, flogged by the Romans, imprisoned on several occasions, abandoned by 

his friends. But every time he paints the big picture of God’s love for him and the world, and 

God’s gift of new life in Jesus that surrounds him in his trouble and waits for him at the end.  

 

So, the letter says, “rekindle the gift of God.” I love that phrase most. Rekindle (renew, 

regenerate, stir up) God’s gift of life and immortality and hope that is in you. 

 

4. 

God’s love. God’s gift of new life. God’s gift of Jesus Christ. God’s purpose for us to share all 

this with our neighbors. This is music to our ears. We are part of something that began long ago 

and is headed for a destination that God has promised. God’s power is at work. 

 

Now, rekindle, the letter says. Stir it up. That means put the gifts of God into practice.  

 

This week I’ve been reading a new book by a Presbyterian pastor in Delaware. The title says it 

all, “Do Something Else: The Road Ahead for the Mainline Church.” The author shows how the 

old, old story of God’s love and mercy is coming to life across the country through new music, 

new ministries, new relationships. “Do something,” the letter to Timothy says, “live out that 

amazing love and grace of God by putting it into practice.  

 



 

When we step into the aisles, look into each other’ eyes, and pass the peace of Christ in our 

worship, we are rekindling the peace of God in our lives. When we let go of harsh words and 

forgive someone, we are renewing the grace of God in our lives and theirs. When we begin a 

new ministry to young children and their families we are rekindling the love with which God has 

loved us. When we go on a mission trip and serve those in need, we are stirring up the mercy that 

God has shared with us. Remembering the gifts of God and putting them into practice moves us 

through challenging times.  

 

On this Rally Day we are looking forward to the year ahead. We aim to put into practice the gifts 

of God we have received. On this World Communion Sunday we celebrate our unity in Christ 

with our sister congregations, and dedicate ourselves to join them and support them and 

encourage them in our ministry for the world. And on this Music Sunday we sing the gifts of 

God that carry us through our struggles and send us on to that day when we gather before the 

throne of the One whose treasures are music to our ears. 

 

 

 

 

 


