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1 Chronicles 16.29-31, 34 
29 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 

   bring an offering, and come before him. 

Worship the Lord in holy splendor;  
30   tremble before him, all the earth. 

   The world is firmly established; it shall never be moved.  
31 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice, 

   and let them say among the nations, ‘The Lord is king!’  
34 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

   for his steadfast love endures for ever.  

Colossians 3. 12-17 

12 As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 
13Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so 

you also must forgive. 14Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15And let 

the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word of 

Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, 

and spiritual songs to God. 17And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 

to God the Father through him. 

 

Luke 10.30-37 
30Jesus replied, ‘A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat 

him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 31Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed 

by on the other side. 32So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a 

Samaritan while travelling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. 34He went to him and bandaged his 

wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 
35The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, “Take care of him; and when I come back, I will 

repay you whatever more you spend.” 36Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of 

the robbers?’ 37He said, ‘The one who showed him mercy.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do likewise.’ 

 

 

A. 

God chose us. Paul says in his letter that we are God’s chosen people. We like to think we signed 

up for it. That we decided to follow Jesus. To become involved in a congregation. Even that we 

got up and decided to come to worship this morning. But before any of that could happen, God 

chose us.  

 

That is amazing and wonderful to me. Considering what I can be like, how self-centered or 

independent or just plain stubborn I can be…despite all that, I have to admit that God still 

decided to choose me, and God chose you. 

 

That “chosenness” brings with it some hopes and dreams on God’s part. God has something in 

this too. God wants us to respond to being chosen. God is not going to force this response. Paul’s 

letter says God’s people have some choices to make. 

 

Before we take up those choices take a minute and consider just who is telling us Christians that 

we have choices. Paul, a minister to many congregations, who wrote this letter to his Colossian 



church, was in and out of prison several times because of his trust in Jesus. He never knew if he 

would live or die.  

 

It is ironic that a prisoner who seemed to have very little to say about his own freedom loved to 

write letters about how Christians, including him, have lots of choices in their lives. He’s in 

chains, in a cell, yet he insists he has choices, as do we, important choices to make every day. 

 

Paul is known for this view that we are in charge of how we feel. He loved to describe how he 

was joyful, even though he was in prison. He loved to say how free he was, even though he was 

chained to the wall of his cell. No one could make him feel sad or lonely or angry or captive if he 

did not want to feel that way.  

 

Feelings are not just reactions to events. Other people are not in charge of our state of mind. We 

get to choose how we feel, or else we become manipulated by situations. Take charge of 

yourself, Paul is saying. Decide how you want to feel.  

 

Paul believes we can choose to be compassionate, kind, humble, meek, patient, peaceful, 

forgiving, loving. It is our choice whether or not we will be any of these. And Paul has a funny 

way of describing these choices. He says, “Clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, meekness, peace, forgiveness, love.” Look into your closet of possibilities for the day 

and pull out your forgiveness shirt, and put on your peace pants, and slip on your loving socks 

and your patience shoes. There’s a well-dressed congregation! He guarantees it! 

 

But how often we are satisfied to just leave the house in our pajamas instead. We could be 

dressed for kindness, but instead we are grumpy and unhappy with our loved ones or neighbors. 

We could have on our humility outfit, but instead we hear ourselves finding fault with everyone 

else. There are choices, intentional choices, for us to make every morning. 

 

 

B. 

And first among these choices is gratitude and thanks. In these few sentences Paul mentions it 

three times.  

 

Three times in this one little paragraph Paul calls us to be thankful, to be grateful. And everyone, 

I think, knows about being thankful. Children around the world are taught to say thank you when 

someone does something good for them. It’s just part of being polite.  

 

But for Christians it’s more than being polite. “With gratitude sing to God,” Paul says. Our 

thanks begins with God. 

 

“O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.” We read that a minute ago, too. This is such a 

popular idea in the Bible that that exact sentence turns up in 4 separate places in the Old 

Testament. “O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.” 

 

 

I am grateful for so many things. 



I am grateful for being alive. 

For a loving family and great friends. 

For the youth group that’s worshipping and serving and having fun. 

For the Bible studies I’m involved in. 

For the IHN families that are coming to join us the last week of the year. 

For the food drives and the Salvation Army lunches to be served. 

For the session and the deacons who are willing to try new things. 

For the promise of a new direction if we are patient with the Holy Spirit’s guidance. 

 

And deeper down I’m grateful for God’s love. 

For God’s forgiveness. 

For God’s gift of Jesus Christ who calls me to follow him. 

For God’s gift of the Holy Spirit that makes following Jesus possible. 

I’m grateful for God’s patience with me. 

That God hears my prayers and answers them. 

 

My wife Karen and I are grateful together about many things as well. 

We are grateful to God to have each other. 

For God’s presence and guidance in our life together. 

We’re grateful for you and your love and care for us. 

For this beautiful community in which we all live and all the good that happens here. 

We’re grateful to God that our son and daughter-in-law are going to have a baby this spring. 

 

For all those things and more we are grateful. 

 

 

Gratitude is an inward choice. We choose to be grateful. 

“O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.” 

 

 

C. 

But how? How do we give thanks to the Lord beyond mere thoughts and feelings and words? 

 

We dress up every day as God’s chosen people! We not only choose to feel a certain way, 

thankful for instance, but we also practice compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, peace, 

forgiveness, love.  We put them on and we live them out. That’s an important way to give thanks 

to God. 

 

There was a man traveling down a road and he got into trouble. He ended up in the ditch and no 

one would help him, except one person who was from the wrong neighborhood. He fixed up the 

man’s wounds and carried him to the hospital where he cared for him. Then he contributed a gift 

of money to continue the care as needed.  

 

What a good model for us. This man was wearing compassion and kindness and peace and love 

that day when he came upon the wounded man. It is an expression of our gratitude to God, I 

think, when we give our time and energy and money to do what God wants done.  



 

No one can tell you what to give, or where to give it. How much time is enough to do God’s 

will? How much energy? How much money is enough? But in the end, I think it all starts with 

choosing to be grateful.  

 

We are chosen by God, and then 

it’s a choice to give thanks to God every morning. 

It’s a choice to ask what God wants from you and me that day. 

It’s a choice to ask God how much is enough to give. 

 

 

D 

This week we call Stewardship Week. It’s not a day, not just a Sunday this year, but a week. I’m 

asking you to reflect this week on gratitude to God. I’m asking you to have a conversation with 

God, to give thanks, to be grateful, and to ask what God wants you to give.   

 

My salary is known to all of you. You vote on it every January. It’s $52,000 dollars a year right 

now. I’m grateful to God and to you for what I receive. Karen and I have been in conversation 

with God, praying, about what to give this year. We have ended up with a decision that we will 

tithe my salary. That means we will give 10% of my salary to God’s work through this 

congregation. Tithing is an old practice, an old spiritual discipline of God’s people. We did not 

tithe last year, we did half of that. But this year, we gratefully accept the challenge that God has 

presented to us. So, each week we will be giving $100 as our tithe to God’s work being done 

through our church ministries.  

 

Would anyone like to join us? It is not a law and is not required. Tithing isn’t better than anyone 

else’s choice of giving. But it is a choice made in cooperation with God and with gratitude for 

God’s goodness. 

 

So let’s all start there. Whatever we choose to give this year, let’s consider God’s gifts in our 

lives, and the ministries that are bearing fruit in this congregation. Let’s put on gratitude, give 

thanks to God, talk with God about giving, and then respond to God’s goodness. 

 

 

 

 


