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1 Samuel 16:1-13 
16The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set 
out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears 
of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I 
will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 4Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came 
to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5He said, “Peaceably; I have come to 
sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the 
sacrifice.  
 
6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord.” 7But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not 
look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has 
the Lord chosen this one.” 9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 10Jesse made seven of his 
sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” 11Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” 
And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit 
down until he comes here.” 12He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise 
and anoint him; for this is the one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the 
Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.  
 
John 9:1-41 
9As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 
blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We 
must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light 
of the world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to 
him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see.  
 
8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some were 
saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10But they kept asking him, “Then how 
were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ 
Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”  
 
13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his 
eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and 
now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man 
who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your 
eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the 
parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 
20His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we 
know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the 
Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, 
“He is of age; ask him.” 24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know 
that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 
26They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not 
listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but 
we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30The man 
answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not 
listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone 
opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born entirely 
in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.  
 
35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is 
he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I 
believe.” And he worshiped him.  
 
39Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” 40Some of 
the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not 
have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.  



2 
 

1. 
This past week I spent a couple of days in Michigan helping put together a memorial service for 
my father in law. His name is Richard and I’ve known him for thirty years. I know where he liked 
to sit in his living room. I know what newspaper he read and what kind of food he ate for lunch 
(The New York Times and soup). I know how he loved to have philosophical conversations 
about the universe and life. Last time we talked it was about the earth and the sun and how 
amazing they are. In fact I pegged him as an armchair philosopher. I was uncharitable when I 
patted myself on the back for patiently enduring his philosophical quest one more time. But 
beyond all this, Richard loved to talk about art. As an artist he had strong opinions about what 
kind of art was better than other kinds of art or what makes for a serious artist versus a 
dilettante. I thought I knew his story and had him figured out. 
 
But, really, I was blind. He was buried at the national veterans cemetery in Michigan, on what 
would have been his 96th birthday, with a solemn ceremony complete with color guard and rifle 
salute for his service at Guadalcanal in WWII. I was surprised that 45 friends and relatives 
attended. We all went to dinner at a local restaurant and when dessert was served we were 
invited to share a memory of Richard. His granddaughter’s husband, Matthew, a reserved 30-
something father, stood and with a trembling voice surprised us with little stories of how 
serious Grandpa had made his life richer and better. Then we heard how Richard had visited 
with some relatives years ago and while he was there drew several prized pictures for them and 
since they didn’t have any art supplies he just used a pencil for drawing and his cup of coffee as 
paint. The little girl next door who grew up to be my wife’s best friend told how she and the 
neighborhood kids used to peek through the basement windows and wonder at his painting. 
And the dog walker who came to walk Bear (the same Bear who lives today in the manse), this 
woman came to walk him when no one in the house could do it anymore, broke into tears as 
she described how Richard examined her artwork one day and called her an artist. There was 
no higher praise. 
 
The stories went on for a half an hour and not one painted him into a corner, not one pegged 
him as a reclusive armchair philosopher. I was blind, but now I could see. 
 
2. 
There was a man at the side of road and everyone thought they knew his story. Some said he 
was blind, some said he was a sinner, some said he was unworthy to be in God’s temple, and 
threw him out. 
 
Everyone, it seemed, had decided for themselves what was normal and respectable and clean. 
And he was none of those things as far as they were concerned—so said Jesus’ disciples and the 
religious leaders and the man’s neighbors. And even when the man was healed and could see, 
what did they call him then? --- the “blind man” or the “sinner.”  
 
But Jesus heard him and saw him and touched him and healed him and welcomed him.  
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Who decides who is normal and respectable? At the airport Friday night Karen and I witnessed 
a young boy having some sort of meltdown with his mother. It seemed to be some sort of 
convulsion and his mother had to put him on the floor and lay on top of him to keep him from 
hurting himself. We wondered if our society has room for people like that boy or if he will be 
told that what he is is not normal and respectable and he should be separated from everyone 
who is normal. 
 
 
The healing that Jesus gave was given on a sabbath. And the religious folks believed Jesus was 
breaking God’s commandment to avoid work on the sabbath. Why would one more day of 
blindness matter? If Jesus was really sent by God he would know that God rests on the sabbath 
and so do we.  
 
 
3. 
Who decides what is normal for God? Who decides what is respectable for God? 
 
Samuel was sure he knew what God wanted-- a strong, beautiful young man who looked just 
like a young king ought to look. But God had other ideas and chose the one no one else would 
have ever chosen. Everyone knew the blind man didn’t really fit in for one reason or another. 
And Jesus welcomed the one into his family no one else could stop calling “the blind man”, 
even after he could see.  
 
God is working far ahead of us. God’s freedom to choose what to do and who to do it with 
keeps us off balance. To be a follower of Jesus is to be humble and realize he will challenge us 
every time we start to solidify our faith into “should’s and “ought to’s” and “must’s.”  
 
 
4. 
One of the greatest challenges for Christians and congregations is to be stuck and not able to go 
where Jesus is going. You have addressed that over the last three years. We have begun the 
process of sensing what God is up to with us and our community. We have begun to see new 
possibilities and to shed whatever holds us back. We’re not done but we’re learning. 
 
Being followers of Jesus means our decisions are more provisional than they are enduring, 
more temporary than they are permanent, so we can be able to go where he goes. A year ago 
when we were coming down to the final decisions for our new beginnings program, now called 
“1-2-3 Kids”, I asked that we make a decision based on what we believed God was leading us to 
do, but also leave room for the possibility that God’s plans for us might be greater than what 
we were able to see at the time.  
 
Today we ordain and install elders and deacons to lead us over the next three years. It is so 
important that we remember that God is the author of God’s own story. Not us. And God’s 
story includes our story. Let’s be free from our assumptions so we can be free to follow Jesus as 
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he heals and teaches and welcomes and transforms in ways and in places and with people that 
might surprise us.  
 
This year, 2017, is the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. The Presbyterian Church is rooted 
in that reformation. That is a tradition, a history, in which a church can get stuck. But 
Presbyterians have a saying. We say, “Reformed and always being reformed.” In other words, 
we seek to shaped by God’s will to do and be what God wants us to do and be, until that day 
when God steps in a new direction and we are re-shaped, re-formed, to go along. 
 
Those are the stories we want to treasure and pass on to the next generation. 


