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Luke 19:28-40 
28After he had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place 

called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, 30saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will 

find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just 

say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’” 32So those who were sent departed and found it as he had told them. 33As they were untying the 

colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34They said, “The Lord needs it.” 35Then they brought it to Jesus; 

and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. 
37As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God 

joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen, 38saying, “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of 

the Lord! Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!” 39Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order 

your disciples to stop.” 40He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.”  

 

 

Philippians 2:1-13 

2If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and 

sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing 

from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own 

interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of 

God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born 

in human likeness. And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— even 

death on a cross. 9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name 

of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ 

is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  
12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work 

out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for 

his good pleasure.  

 
1. 

“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

 

Thousands of travelers are coming into Jerusalem. Over 200,000 visitors are streaming into the 

city for the Passover holiday. And among them is Jesus with his disciples and supporters. He 

rides into the city on a donkey- and everyone knows what that means.  

 

The old prophecies in Scripture said the Messiah would come riding into Jerusalem on a donkey. 

At last, Jesus is declaring he is the Messiah, and the people celebrate. They throw their coats on 

the road, making a way through the city gate. They wave leafy branches they have cut down, and 

they shout for all the deeds of power that they have seen, saying, “Blessed is the king who comes 

in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!” 

 

They have seen deeds of power! They have seen Jesus raise Lazarus from the dead. They have 

seen him feed thousands of people with a few loaves of bread and some fish. They have seen him 

heal, watched him expel demons, and heard him preach. This is the power of God at work. This 

is the promised time they have been praying for. At last, the Messiah is here.  

 



2 
 

Some Pharisees who are in the crowd of celebrants beg Jesus to quiet the shouting, lest the 

Romans overhear what is being said. But Jesus isn’t there to sneak into the city. He is the 

Messiah coming to claim his kingdom, and if the people don’t shout with joy, then the rocks will 

do it for them.  

 

The Pharisees have a point, though. As Jesus enters the city to shouts of “Blessed is the king!” 

two other parades are also underway and they are aware something is going on. They know what 

this “riding on the donkey” means. 

 

From the west Pontius Pilate is arriving. He is the Roman governor of Judea, the ruler of Israel, 

and he approaches the city with a thousand soldiers and chariots, rattling armor glistening in the 

sun, a cloud of dust marking their advance through the countryside and into the western gate. 

This is a show of force meant to instill fear and respect, to warn any revolutionaries that brutal 

force will be used to keep control during this festival. Pilate has already ordered several 

crucifixions to make his point absolutely clear. 

 

The third parade entering the city comes from the north. King Herod Antipas, ruler of Galilee 

and Perea arrives with his own retinue of soldiers. He too governs with an iron fist, having 

beheaded John the Baptist several years earlier. His supporters line the street, cheering the one 

they hope will eventually become governor of the whole region. 

 

Two of the three rulers entering into the city are ruthless men who have no problem using their 

power to keep their jobs. Impressive displays of their muscle underline that fact. 

 

On the other hand, Jesus’ entry into the city is cheered by a motley band of supporters waving 

palm branches. He has no soldiers, no army, not even a horse—just a donkey on which he rides, 

as the crowds shout praises to God. His supporters celebrate the love of God and even the love of 

one’s enemies—far from the prevailing message of the day.  

 

But Jesus knows what is coming.  Even on that day he knows he will be rejected. He knows 

these cheering crowds will turn away from him and from his message of mercy and grace. He 

has taught them to pray for those who persecute them, to receive God’s blessing as peacemakers, 

to do good to those who do wrong, but they will eventually pick up their swords instead and 

pursue the ways of violence, trying to overthrow their oppressors. Jesus could see that this city in 

just a few years would rebel, then Rome would send 60,000 soldiers to quell that rebellion and a 

million Jews would die. Jesus sees this future as he enters into Jerusalem. The tears in his eyes 

on this Palm Sunday are tears of grief. 

 

What kind of king is Jesus—this donkey riding, unarmed Messiah? He is the king who wants to 

give himself to bless the poor, and the meek. He wants his people to love their enemies and be 

peacemakers. 

 

At the end of the day, Jesus leaves the city, spending the night with friends in Bethany. 
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2. 

The next day, Monday, Mark’s gospel says Jesus reenters the city and heads for the temple. 

There he finds the poor making their sacrifices as was the custom at Passover. But in order to 

buy the lambs and goats that will be used for those sacrifices, their coins have to be exchanged 

for official temple currency. In the courtyard of the temple, moneychangers set up their tables to 

make these required transactions. But they cheat the poor with exchange rates that line their own 

pockets. And the moneychangers even pay off the temple priests to maintain their corrupt 

practice. 

 

Jesus is angry- angry at their hypocrisy in the name of religion. He overturns their tables and 

throws them out of the temple.  

 

Jesus has himself been tested in the wilderness, tempted to sell his own soul for all the wealth 

and power a person could want. But he resisted and he taught his followers many times to 

beware the seduction of affluence, to avoid worshipping money and possessions, to choose to 

serve God, not mammon. It remains a challenge for the church even now.  

 

Jesus’ actions that day guarantee his death. He has interrupted the biggest shopping day of the 

year, so to speak, and as long as he is in town, the income of the moneychangers, the priests, and 

the temple will be threatened. He has to go. Their decision is made.  

 

What kind of king is Jesus? The kind that stands up for the poor and the oppressed, who stands 

up for justice and righteousness, especially when the name of God is being shortchanged.  

 

 

 

3. 

On Tuesday, Jesus returns to the temple to teach. The people gather around him, stunned by what 

he says to the chief priests and scribes. Jesus says:  

 

“A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard 

today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father 

went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 

Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, 

“Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God 

ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe 

him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it 

(meaning they had seen Jesus) you did not change your minds and believe him.” 

(Matthew 21.28-32) 

 

With many other parables Jesus reveals the hypocrisy of the religious leaders. They try to trap 

him in his own words in order to charge him with misconduct even as he teaches the people the 

two greatest commandants- to love God with all their heart, soul, mind and strength, and to love 

their neighbors as they love themselves.  
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Jesus speaks freely, knowing he is on the way to the cross, but determined to challenge those 

hearing him to be honest about their faith and turn to God with integrity and faithfulness. 

 

What kind of king is Jesus? The kind who denounces double standards and calls his people to 

love. 

 

 

 

 

4. 

On Wednesday, Jesus spends the day teaching just outside the city at the Mount of Olives. His 

parables that day stress God’s coming judgment on Jerusalem and especially the temple,  

 

how its great stones would one day tumble to the ground.  

 

He tells the story about the servant who cares for the household while the master of the 

house is away.  

 

And the five bridesmaids out of the ten who stay vigilant for the imminent arrival of the 

groom.  

 

And the two servants who invest their talents so when the master returns they had 

multiplied their gifts.  

 

And finally Jesus tells of those who feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, visit those 

in prison, and clothe the naked, and they are surprised to learn when they do these things 

they do them for the King himself.  

 

In these ways Jesus tells us to prepare for his coming again by being attentive to those in need, 

investing ourselves in the care of our neighbors.  

 

Then Jesus ends the day by eating his dinner with a leper and a prostitute. Who is this king? The 

one who serves outcasts, even to point of sharing one of his final meals. 

 

 

 

5. 

That brings us to Maundy Thursday and Good Friday and Resurrection Sunday. Each of them is 

different, each reveals an aspect of our king. But as we walk with him to the end of his journey, 

we see not only who he is, but how he is calling us to be like him. 

 

We’ve spent the last six Sundays walking with Jesus in his ministry. Keep on those walking 

shoes just a bit longer and walk with him to Gethsemane and the cross and the tomb.  

 

Be with him throughout this week in our worship gatherings, and ask yourself each stop along 

the way, “What kind of king is Jesus?” and ponder what it is he is asking you to be and to do.  


