Worship: First Sunday of Advent
November 27, 2022
Worship Assistant: Frederick Moulongo
* If you are able, please stand
We invite you to use this portal as a way to let us know you are here
and for any joys or concerns you want to share with us.

A SERVICE OF HANGING OF THE GREENS
PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP and PRAYER OF INVOCATION

Rev. Peter Wilkinson

Almighty God, as we begin this season of Advent, remind us again that in the midst of our
darkness you are bringing us peace, to calm our anxious spirits and hectic lives. Turn our hearts
again toward you. Make us ready to receive your Son our Savior. Slow our pace, and give us the
blessing of feeling your peace in our spirits. For we ask this in Jesus’ precious name. Amen.
*

HYMN #82

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

1. Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us;
let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation,
hope of all the earth thou art;
dear desire of every nation,
joy of every longing heart.

2. Born thy people to deliver,
born a child and yet a king,
born to reign in us forever,
now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal Spirit
rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all-sufficient merit
raise us to thy glorious throne

The Parements and Advent Candles
*

HYMN #88

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.

Refrain:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.
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Advent Candles
Today we light the first candle of the Advent wreath. This is the candle of HOPE. With Christians around
the world, we use this light to help us prepare our hearts and minds for the coming of God’s Son, our
Savior, Jesus Christ. May we receive God’s light as we hear the words of the prophet Isaiah:
“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness
— on them light has shined.”—Isaiah 9:2
Please join me in prayer:
Lord as we look to the birth of Jesus, grant that the light of your love for us will help us to
become lights in the lives of those around us. Prepare our hearts for the joy and gladness of
your coming, for Jesus is our hope. Amen.
*

HYMN #92

While We Are Waiting, Come

While we are waiting, come
While we are waiting, come
Jesus our Lord, Emmanuel,
While we are waiting, come

The Sanctuary Evergreens & Christmas Tree
CAROL

O Christmas Tree
O Christmas tree, o Christmas tree
Thy leaves are so unchanging
O Christmas tree, o Christmas tree
Thy leaves are so unchanging
Not only green when summer's here
But also when it's cold and drear
O Christmas tree, o Christmas tree
Thy leaves are so unchanging

The Christmas Poinsettia
*

HYMN #129

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung,
of Jesse’s lineage coming, by faithful prophets sung.
It came, a floweret bright, amid the cold of winter,
when half spent was the night.
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PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that as the scriptures are
read and your Word is proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say to us this day. Amen.
SCRIPTURE READING
Isaiah 2:1-5
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2In days to come the
mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be
raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 3Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may
teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 4He shall judge between the nations, and shall
arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any
more. 5O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!
The word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God.
ANTHEM And The Glory of The Lord [from The Messiah] (G.F. Handel) - The Chancel Choir
And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together:
for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. (Isaiah 40:5)

The Nativity
TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES AND HOMILY
*

HYMN #145

What Child is This

What child is this, who, laid to rest,
on Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
while shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King,
whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
haste, haste to bring him laud,
the babe, the son of Mary!
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SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
(If you are participating today through Facebook,
please register your peace for each other now.)
Since God has forgiven us in Christ,
we also should forgive one another.
The peace of Christ be with you.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
*

HYMN #93

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates;
behold the King of glory waits;
the King of kings is drawing near;
the Savior of the world is here.

The Gifts of Christmas
OFFERING
Virtual and in-person giving opportunities:
1) Online at our Easytithe site https://app.easytithe.com/app/giving/centralmontclair
2) Text “Give” to 973-315-6494
3) Place offerings in the trays at the doors of the sanctuary as you
depart.
*

DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; Praise Him
above, ye heavenly hosts; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Holy One, this Advent season we wait in hope.
And we give in hope.
Hope for your coming reign;
Hope because of your presence with us even now.
Receive these generous offerings,
And use them for your work of healing and hope in our world.
Amen.
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*

HYMN #151

We Three Kings of Orient Are

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

The Christ Of Christmas
*

HYMN #136

Go, Tell It on the Mountain

Go, tell it on the mountain
Over the hills and everywhere
Go, tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born
While shepherds kept their watching
O'er silent flocks by night
Behold throughout the heavens
There shone a Holy light
Go, tell it on the mountain
Over the hills and everywhere
Go, tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born
The shepherds feared and trembled
When, lo! Above the Earth
Rang out the angel chorus
That hailed our Savior's birth
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*

CHARGE/BLESSING
POSTLUDE
Central’s Mission Statement:
“As disciples of Jesus Christ and good stewards of God’s Grace, we are a caring, inclusive
congregation that strives to grow in Christian faith, proclaim the Good News, and provide
service in ministry to each other, our diverse community, and the world.”
Central Presbyterian Church is a Covenant Network congregation, a community within the Presbyterian
Church, USA, that seeks to be inclusive, particularly with regard to welcoming LGBT persons as members
and leaders.
Significant portions of this service were created by CRI/Voice, Dennis Bratcher, Copyright © 2019,
Dennis Bratcher
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